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Dear colleague, 

With great concem we, tfie municipal ombudsman in The Netherlands, have followed 
the developments in Poland. We are very much worried about the way the Pollsh 
government is handling the election procedurę for a new ombudsman. For this reason 
we would like to express our strong support for the statement issued by the Venlce 
Commission on 12 October and adhere to the letter send to you by the International 
Ombudsman Institution Wortd Board on 16 October. 

In the Netherlands the local ombudsman come regularly together to discuss 
developments, best practices and aiso the situation of ombudsman in challenging 
times. During our last meeting we unanimously agreed that it was time to convey our 
support for you and your institution. It is with great admiration that we see you fulfil 
the role as an ombudsman and human rights defender. 

The present pandemie prevents us from taking more direct action as you so strongly 
described in your presentation during the webinar organized by IDEA (institute for 
democracy and electoral assistance) recently. Because indeed, it is in the 
cooperation between institutions, that lies our strength and the ideał way of learning 
from each other. As independent and impartial institutions we need each other to be 
strong and be effective. 

Municipal ombudsman form an essential part of the checks and balances in the local 
democratic process. The local ombudsman too, hołd the mirror to the govemment 
and must do so, no matler what the opinion of the others involved. We all underscore 
the human rights and democratic rights embedded in our constitution which are not to 
be discarded and for which we must stand firm under any circumstances. 
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Arre Zuurmond 
Ombudsman Metropool Amsterdam 

Anne Martien van der Does, 
Kinderombudsman Amsterdam 
Plv. Ombudsman Metropool Amsterdam 

Anne Mieke Zwaneveld 
gemeentelijke ombudsman Rotterdam 

Stans Goudsmit 
gemeentelijke kinderombudsman Rotterdam 

Addie Stehouwer 

Ombudsman Den Haag en Leidschendam-Voorburg 

Yvette Nass 
Jeugdombudsman Den Haag en Leidschendam-Voorburg 
Piet Jansen, voorzitter Overijsselse Ombudsman 

Gertjan van der Brugge 
Zeeuwse Ombudsman 

Carla Hoogerland-Veerman 
secretaris en substituut Zeeuwse ombudsman 

Marijke Hermans 
ombudsman Groningen 

Ton Lensen 

Voorzitter Ombudscommissie 's-Hertogenbosch 

Maas van Egdom, ombudsman De Wolden en Hoogeveen 

Gerard van Dijk, lid ombudscommissie Waalwijk 
Rogier de Haan 
Ombudsman gemeente Soest 

Marjan van Dasselaar 
Gemeentelijke ombudsman (Beuningen, Berg en Dal, Druten, Heumen, West Maas 
en Waal, Wijchen, GR Bijsterhuizen, MGR WerkBedrijf) 

William Maasen, 

ombudsman Bunschoten, Nijkerk en Putten 

Rob Paulussen, 
plv. ombudsman, Bunschoten, Nijkerk en Putten 
Verwacht nog: 
Marijke Hermans 
ombudsman Groningen 

Martin Kok 

Voorzitter Ombudscommissie Eindhoven 

Jaap Blok 
ombudsman Doetinchem 
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We take your role in this situation as a example for our own practice and which we 
will need to follow whenever such times arise. We will follow the developments in 
Poland very closely and where possible take action. 

With warm regards, 

National ombudsman of the 
Netherlands, 

Rainier van Zutphen 
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