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Irena Lipowicz: “Direct Contact with
Ordinary People Shouldn’t Be Lost”

Lipowicz, like the Ambassador Jeziorski, brought to Albania the strong wish of Warsaw
and ombudsman’s institution to cooperate with this Balkan country and its relevant

institutions in the sensible field of human rights protection

By Genc Mlloja

TIRANA – A seminar
on the protection of
human rights and om-
budsman’s role orga-
nized by the Polish
Ambassador to Tirana,
Marek Jeziorski in co-
operation with Alba-
nia’s Ombudsman’s
Office highlighted on
Monday the impor-
tance of the people’s
advocate for the pro-
tection of human
rights in general but
underscored how im-
portant it is to reach
out to individuals, or-
dinary people in a
country.

“We should not lose
the contact with the
ordinary people… It is
very important to listen
to individual’s voice,”
said Mrs. Irena Lipow-
icz, Human Rights De-
fender of Poland, who
was the key speaker at
the Seminar which was
attended by Speaker Ilir
Meta, Head of EU Dele-
gation to Tirana, Am-
bassador Ettore Sequi,
Ombudsman Igli Toto-
zani, Chief Prosecutor
Adriatik Llalla as well as
by representatives of
diplomatic corps and
associations of civil
society in Albania.

“Ombudsman’ role is
the last solution to any
injustice,” said Lipow-
icz, a renowned human
rights defender and
former lawmaker for 8
years in her country.

Speaking of the
prominent role that
her office plays in the
Polish society, it was
striking an example
provided by her ac-
cording to which some
62,000 complaints were
received by her office
every year which were
handled attentively
without any political
influence.

The achievement of
keeping Ombudsman’s
institution unaffected
by politics was illus-
trated by Lipowicz with
the fact that the reports
presented by that office
to Parliament were not
voted by the lawmak-
ers, rather they could
discuss issues raised
by it. “Only in this way
the politicization is
avoided,” she said.

Lipowicz, like the
Ambassador Jeziorski,
brought to Albania the
strong wish of Warsaw
and ombudsman’s in-
stitution to cooperate
with Albania and its
relevant institutions
in the sensible field of

human rights protections.
“The strengthening

of the cooperation be-
tween the institutions
of people’s advocates is
a contribution to
strengthening the bilat-
eral cooperation be-
tween Poland and Al-
bania,” said Ambassa-
dor Jeziorski being elo-
quent in playing his role
as moderator of the
Seminar.

In his greeting,
Speaker Meta said that
ombudsman’s role was
important for Western
Balkan countries, but
especially for Albania.
In this frame he in-
sisted that all- inclu-
siveness was a must
even in the field of hu-
man rights protection
seeing it as one of 12
EU recommendations
for Albania to get the
candidate status.

“All rights for all citi-
zens!” Referring to this
stipulation of the Con-
stitution EU’s top dip-
lomat Ettore Sequi in
his contribution high-
lighted that ombuds-
man’s office should
operate being guided
by ‘equidistance and
non-partisanship’.

“Ombudsman is the
voice of the people. It’s
good that Poland is

helping Albania in this
field,” Sequi said while
paying special atten-
tion to EU’s aid and
effort to contribute to
Albania’s promotion of
human rights. Special
words of appreciation

were said by him on
the contribution of civ-
il society associations
in this field.

Igli Totozani, Alba-
nia’s Ombudsman, ex-
pressed his pleasure
about the support that
Speaker Ilir Meta had
given to his institution.

“Only in two weeks
I’ve had the chance to
meet Meta twice,” he
said, while blaming
former Speaker Jozefina
Topalli because as To-
tozani said it was im-
possible for him to meet
her in a two-year time.
Also, he praised minis-
ters of the new govern-
ment, Mimi Kodheli
and Erion Veliaj for re-
solving an issue related
to Roma families.

“I hope I will have a
very fruitful coopera-
tion with the new gov-
ernment,” Totozani
told the audience has-
tening to tell them that
there was not a single
politicized official in the
institution run by him.

Totozani was elected
as Ombudsman as the
pickup of the Socialist
Party when it was in
opposition.

After the opening
session, the Seminar
dwelt at length on spe-
cial issues under the
topics “Strengthening
protection of human
rights and the role of
Ombudsman” and “co-
operation of the insti-
tution of Ombudsman
with civil Society”.

“All rights for all citizens!” Referring to this stipulation of
the Constitution EU’s top diplomat Ettore Sequi in his

contribution highlighted that ombudsman’s office
should operate being guided by ‘equidistance

and non-partisanship’


