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As the Commissioner for Civil Rights Protection, I have received from the mass
media disturbing information about the political situation in the Republic of Georgia. It
was with deep regret that I received the news about the disturbances taking place on the
streets of Thilisi, in which the Commissioner for Civil Rights of the Republic of
Georgia, Mr Sozar Subari, was injured.

The freedom and equality of citizens, tolerance towards different viewpoints,
respect for the rights of the individual, freedom of expression and the right to assembly
— these are today the foundations of a democratic state of law. The Commissioner for
Civil Rights is the guardian of these values both in time of peace and during such times
of particular unrest which are currently to be observed in Georgia. It is also for this
reason that the attack on the Ombudsman - the defender of democracy — must arouse
justified opposition.

In connection with the above, I am turning to you — as the representative of an
organisation particularly distinguished in the development of human and civil rights and
freedoms — with an appeal for the undertaking of particular steps in response to the

latest events in Georgia.
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